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I think that it’s safe to say that 
the very fact that you are reading 
this newsletter demonstrates that 
you understand how the canoe 
has always fascinated people, 
especially us Canadians. The 
canoe is evocative to be sure, and 
if we can accept that (as we at the 
Canoe Museum are very fond 
of saying) the canoe in physical 
form was key in shaping our 
national geography, then it is 
not too much of a stretch to see 
how the canoe in iconic form has 
shaped our national identity, and 
continues to do so. We need look 
no further than the events of this 
past summer for proof of this. 

Since the canoe was declared 
by the people of Canada as one 
of a select handful of national 
Wonders in 2007, the idea of 
going out on the nationally- 
designated day of June 26th 
to openly celebrate the simple 
watercraft has certainly caught 
on. This year alone we heard of 

more than two dozen 
events from coast to 
coast. 

As James Raffan, our 
Executive Director, wrote, 
“the canoe was celebrated 
... across the country from 
Cambridge Bay, Nunavut 
to Victoria B.C., and across 
to Halifax and St. John`s 
Newfoundland with two 
dozen stops in between.”

In fact, to give you an 
idea of just how diverse 
the paddling locales were 
in early June, the group in 
Yellowknife actually had 
to break ice in order to 
paddle.

We hope you enjoy a few 
pictures of the events, and invite 
you to see more at 
www.nationalcanoeday.net.

Oh yes, I almost forgot the 
most important invitation of all. 
We’d like you to join us next year.

CANADA BY CANOE
NATIONAL CANOE DAY 2009
BY DWAYNE JAMES

Peterborough, Ontario

photo: Mollie Cartmell

Gander Pond, Newfoundland

Calgary, Alberta New Aiyainsh, BC.
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It’s hard to believe that 
we’ve turned the corner into 
fall already. Perhaps this year 
instead of asking the usual 
“where did the summer go?” 
question we should be asking 
if it ever reaIly happened at 
all. Even with the less-than-
summery weather, though, 
it’s been a busy few months. 
In early July I traveled to 
Keuka College, located in the 
beautiful Finger Lakes region 
of New York, for the annual 
Assembly of the Wooden 
Canoe Heritage Association. 
Some of you may have met this 
group at the Canoe Museum 
last summer when they were 
in town for their Assembly at 
Tre nt University. Each year’s 
gathering has a theme, and this 
year it was canoe sailing. It may 
have been the largest gathering 
of sailing canoes in one place 
since the glory days of the 
American Canoe Association 
meets of the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, which were held 
among other places at Stoney 
Lake. The sailing was good, 
albeit tricky at times with the 
constantly-shifting winds in 
this narrow lake, but what was 
even better was the opportunity 
to meet people who share our 
passion for canoeing history. As 
the museum moves forward, 

we will need to reach out as far 
and wide as we can and build 
relationships with groups like 
the WCHA to connect our 
wonderful historical exhibits 
with the living, breathing, 
paddling (and sailing!) world of 
canoeing today.

And speaking of 
reaching out and 
making connections, 
we had the opportunity 
to host a distinguished 
visitor on Saturday, 
August 8th when 
Michael Ignatieff and 
his wife Zsuzsanna paid 
the museum a visit. 
With Pierre Trudeau’s 
bark canoe at his side, 
the Opposition Leader 
spoke about the canoe 
and what it means 
to our sense of self 
as Canadians before 
moving on to a brief 
tour of the museum’s 
galleries with Curator 
Jeremy Ward  and Vice 
Chair of the Board 
Terr y Guest. On a tight 
schedule as always, Mr. 
Ignatieff ’s staff was just moving 
him towards the front door to 
depart for his next appearance 
when he asked if we had any 
big birch-bark fur trade canoes 
on display. Terry and Jeremy 
took him up to the second •  oor 
to look at the encampment 
and then they were spotted by 
Ipie van der Veen,  
our multi-talented 
artisan volunteer. In 
less than a minute, 
she had them both 
suited up in Capotes 
(see picture). It 
seemed only • tti ng, 
therefore, when we 
were thinking of a 
memento of their 
visit to the museum, 
to send Michael 
and Zsuzsanna 
each a pair of Ipie’s 
mitts. After all, like 
the canoe, these 
mitts are eminently 
Canadian: durable, 
attractive, well-made 

and above everything, useful.
Twi ce this summer, we’ve 

received a signi• cant gift 
when Dick Bird  of Belleville, 
Ontario, has driven his pickup 
truck to town. Each time, he 
has brought a sizeable load 
of 6/4 and 8/4 cherry lumber 
to use for paddle-making 
classes. Our paddle-making 
instructors Hal Bowen, Don 

Duncan,  Jeremy Ward and 
Beth Stanley prefer cherry for 
its combination of workability 
and beauty, and there’s no 
question that it carves up into a 
lovely piece. It was getting hard 
to • nd in the thickness and the 
quality we need, though, and 

so Dick’s contribution has built 
up a good stockpile for the 
next few classes. It’s just one 
more illustration of the myriad 
of ways in which it’s possible 
to reach out and support the 
Canoe Museum. 

Our early-morning paddle 
and downtown portage in 
celebration of National Canoe 
Day came to a pro• table 
conclusion in front of Wild 
Rock out• tters when Dave 
Wood• ne  presented Executive 
Director James Raffan with a 
cheque for more than $700. 
The money was raised by the 
store’s donation of a portion 
of the proceeds from its canoe 
and kayak sale the previous 
weekend.

Finally, when most of 
us think of canoeing and 
paddling, we think of tripping, 
and relaxing, and occasionally 
taking on some white water. 
Few of us probably envision 
going straight over the top of a 
50’ waterfall in a kayak, and yet 
that’s exactly what we saw at 
the Reel Paddling Film Festival 
on July 10 th.  Organized by 
Rapid Media and co-hosted in 
Peterborough by Wild Rock, 
this event travels around the 
country each year showcasing 
the best of the previous year’s 
paddling • lms. Featuring some 
truly spectacular footage, this 
year’s offerings took us to the 
far north and the far south 
and many points in between 
in search of canoeing and 
kayaking adventure. 

THE VIEW AHEAD
GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT BY JOHN SUMMERS
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This summer the Education 
Program offered two week- 
long day camps:  “CanoeKids 
Summer Day Camp” for 
5-9 year olds and “CanoeKids 
Paddling Camp” for 10-14 year 
olds.  

At Summer Day Camp , 16 
children ages 5 to 9 took part 
in many fun and interesting 
hands-on activities during the 
• rst four days at the museum.  
Day • ve saw the week capped 
off by a much-anticipated, 
fabulous day of paddling 
adventures on Little Lake 
and Meade Creek.  Children 
and leaders donned their 
PFD’s and set out for a day 
on the water. Along the way 
we visited such Peterborough 
landmarks as the Little Lake 
fountain, Lock 20, Ecology 
Gardens, Meade Creek, Rogers 
Cove and Beavermeade Park.  
Each canoe was sterned by an 
experienced youth or adult 
paddler while each camper 
got to take the bow seat, 
and experience the thrill of 
paddling their own canoe.

Our visit to Ecology Gardens 
on the banks of Meade Creek 
was a real success. Glen 
Caradus, local educator, 
musician, puppeteer and 

long-time Canoe Museum 
Education Animator, led the 
group through songs from his 
recently released children’s 
CD, Song Gardens (www.
paddlingpuppeteers.com).  
He also gave our campers an 
exclusive demonstration of his 
new interactive water ecology 
exhibit that had them totally 
engaged.  As always, parent 
feedback was a joy to receive 

with many folk 
hanging back to 
chat at the close 
of the day.  

Thanks 
to camp 
counselors, 
Katherine 
Lapointe and 
Dave Lundberg  
for making Day 
Camp a week to 
remember for so 
many new little 
paddlers.

At Paddling 
Camp, campers 
spent Monday 
at the museum 
and Tuesday 
to Friday on 
the water 
learning and 
honing their 
paddling skills, 
playing games, 

performing initiative tasks and 
making crafts. And thankfully, 
we had the best weather of the 
entire summer; hot, humid and 
calm.

This year the Peterborough 
Rowing Club very kindly 
shared their shore space, 
washrooms and docks with 
us while the canal below the 
rowing docks became our on-
the-water classroom.  At the 

end of our 5 days together our 
intrepid youth could draw, pry, 
J, sweep, stop, portage, and 
rescue their swamped canoes 
with con• dence and pride.  

A highlight of the week 
was having our Chair of the 
Board visit camp. Jim Stewart 
arrived mid morning, joined 
us on the water and slipped 
into camp routine like an 
old pro.  The campers were 
enchanted by his stories of 
canoe racing and these were 
topped off by a demonstration 
of Olympic-style, C1 and C2 
racing techniques. Education 
Coordinator Carolyn Hyslop 
played the part of his bowman 
while the campers cheered 
them on.  

Each of our 14 Paddling 
Camp campers • nished the 
week with either their ORCKA 
Flatwater Level A or Level B 
certi• cation.  Some campers 
were returning from our 
paddling camps last year and 
one family from Kingston even 
camped at Beavermeade for the 
week just so that their two boys 
could attend the camp.  We 
seem to have found a niche that 
needs • lli ng in our community 
when it comes to summer 
children’s programming and 
we look forward to using what 
we have learned from this 
summer’s experiences to plan 
an even better program for 
next year.  

CANOEKIDS PADDLE THE SUMMER AWAY!
BY JEN BURNARD & CAROLYN HYSLOP
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Last year, we took the bold 
step of reaching back into 
history and reviving a grand 
and interesting old event to 
serve as a new fund-raising 
venture. The original Beaver 
Club was founded in 1785 by 
Montreal-based members of 
the North West Company who 
had spent at least one winter 
in the north country.  In the 
early years, the club provided 
a venue (and an excuse!) for 
seasoned fur traders to gather 
and reminisce over • ne food 
and generous libations.

We thought that a 
chance to gather together  
in costume to support our 
common cause, surrounded 
by the rich ambience of the 
fur trade,  might be a welcome 
antidote to the usual rubber 
chicken/hotel ballroom fund 
raising event, and we were 
right. Though some said it 
couldn’t be done, or that 
no-one would want to get 
up a costume just to come 
to a fundraiser, more than 
175 people attended and 
the evening raised upwards 

of $35,000 for the museum. 
Spirits were high, the feeling 
in the air was wonderful and 
everyone got right into the fur 
trade mood.

Anything that good is 
worth doing again, so you are 
invited to The Beaver Club 
Gala on Saturday, October 
17th, 2009. Recreating the 
original fur traders’ supper 
club in Montreal, the Beaver 
Club Gala is an authentic 
dining experience with • ne 
food, period music, dancing 

and daring tales of the North 
Country, culminating in the 
dramatic and imaginative canoe 
journey of Le Grande Voyage. 

The dress code is Black 
Tie circa 1800, Buckskins, 
Fur Trade Garb or Regency 
Costume, or even just a 
voyageur sash and a tuxedo. 
Tickets are $200/person or 
$1600/table of eight. Charitable 
receipts will be issued to the 
maximum allowed by the 
Canada Revenue Agency. Send 
in the ticket order form (see 
page 8), call the museum at 
705.748.9153 or go to www.
canoemuseum.ca to order your 
tickets.

BEAVER CLUB GALA 2009
TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE

The galleries were • lled 
with music on Friday, 
August 28th when the Canoe 
Museum played host to the 
Peterborough Folk Festival’s 
opening gala. Featuring 
long-time friend of the canoe 
museum and paddler Ian 
Tamblyn,  the event was given 
even more canoeing • avour by 

the fact that Canoe.ca Editor-
in-Chief David Newland , who 
hosted it, had literally just 
arrived back in the city from 2 
weeks of canoeing on Georgian 
Bay. The evening was opened 
by singer/songwriter David 
Simard , uniquely accompanied 
by Mona Varichon  on French 
horn. 

FOLK FESTIVAL GALA
BY JOHN SUMMERS

Bill Mason, the Canadian 
paddling guru who • gures 
prominently in the Museum’s 
galleries, continues to garner 
accolades even in death with his 
upcoming induction into the 
International Whitewater Hall of 
Fame (IWHOF) in Bryson, NC.

Bill Mason’s paddling 
legacy cannot be denied, and 
it is heart-warming to see that 
his popularity continues to 
grow a full 21 years after his 
untimely passing. In fact the 
NFB acknowledges that Bill’s 
• lms continue to be the most 
requested in their library, 
and when they launched 
their online viewing service in 
January of 2009 (nfb.ca), the 
majority of visitor comments 
were requests to have Bill’s 
• lms made available online.

Mason was nominated 
for the award by Paddle 
Canada in recognition of the 
substantial impact that he has 
had (and continues to have) in 
promoting paddling to a wide 
audience, and because “he was 
a truly great Canadian who has 
paddled his way into the hearts 
of recreational paddlers from 
around the world.”

The IWHOF writes that “Bill 
Mason’s books, paintings, • lms 
and environmental advocacy 
have each had a tremendous 
impact on generations of 
wilderness travelers and 
whitewater paddlers.”

The induction ceremony 
will take place on Saturday 
September 26th at the 
Nantahala Outdoor Center in 
North Carolina.

BILL MASON RECEIVES 
POSTHUMOUS AWARD
BY DWAYNE JAMES

BEAVER CLUB GALA TICKETS 
ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE

WWW.CANOEMUSEUM.CA

YOUNG YUKON CARVERS CREATE DUGOUT
An historic project has just wrapped up on a remote  

island in the Yukon River where nineteen young 
students have rediscovered the traditional techniques 
of dugout carving under the direction of Tlingit 
Master Carver Wayne Price .  Over an eight-week 
period, the group turned a 13,000 pound red cedar 
log into a spectacular 30-foot brightly painted dugout 
canoe.

You can read all about the project and see pictures at 
http ://www.yukoncanoeproject2009.blogspot.com/.

L



FALL 2009 CanoeS PAGE 5 

Beaver Club Gala

You Are Invited to
A Special Evening in Support of  the 

Canadian Canoe Museum

Saturday, October 17th

Cocktails 6 p.m., Dinner 7 p.m.
Peterborough Curling Club

2195 Lansdowne Street West

Recreating the original fur traders’ supper club in Montreal, 
an authentic dining experience with fine food, period music, 

dancing and daring tales of the N orth Country, culminating 
in the dramatic and imaginative canoe journey of 

L e Grande Voyage. Great Fun! Worthy Cause!
Dress: Black Tie circa 1800, Buckskins, Fur Trade Garb or Regency Costume

Tickets $200 per person, $1600 per table of  eight
Charitable receipts to the maximum amount allowed by the Canada Revenue Agency
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The original Beaver Club was founded in 1785 by Montreal-based 
members of  the North West Company who had spent at least one 
winter in the pays d’en haut  or north country.  In the early years, the 
club provided a venue (and an excuse!) for seasoned fur traders to 
gather and reminisce over fine food and generous libations.  Regardless 
of  what activities occurred later in the evening, the meetings always 
began respectfully with five toasts: “To the Mother of  all Saints;” “To 
the King;” “To the Fur Trade and all its Branches;” “To the Voyageurs’ 
Wives and Children;” and “To Absent Members.”  

No minutes remain detailing exactly what went on at these gatherings, although enough of 
their considerable food and liquor invoices have survived to convey the character of  the event. 
The record shows that as the tradition evolved, the Beaver Club was a great equalizer. Kings, 
politicians, elite Montreal businessmen, soldiers of  the realm, guests from all walks of  life, 
traders with somewhat rusty social graces but with adventuresome stories to decant – all 
rubbed shoulders in an atmosphere of  mutual respect.

“Fortitude in Distress,” the motto of  the Beaver Club, applied generally to life in the Fur 
Trade, but it may also have applied specifically to the antics of  monthly Club meetings in 
Montreal. Dinners began with drinks, the five toasts and then, in due course, a piper in full 
regalia leading in a chef bearing  aloft a flaming boar’s head on a silver platter. Menus varied 
but usually included country fare mixed with fine wine and much revelry. 

Punctuating the courses would be stories, recitations and occasionally dramatic presentations 
that would give way eventually to voyageur songs, dancing and more toasts. Traditionally, the 
culminating event of  the evening was Le Grand Voyage, a boisterous re-enactment of  a journey 
by canoe down wild white water, over back-breaking portages and into the heart of  fur 
country; all imagined by club members as they sat side-by-side on parlour chairs “paddling” 
with their dinner forks, sgian dubhs (kilt knives in knee socks), or any other item at hand.

Over a period of  20 years through the 1960s and 1970s, the Nor’Wester and Loyalist Museum 
in Williamstown, Ontario, hosted a Beaver Club Dinner, and it is in the spirit of  this tradition 
that The Canadian Canoe Museum revived the Beaver Club Gala in 2008 as a fundraising 
project. The support you give by attending the Beaver Club is an essential part of  the 
museum’s annual operating budget and we hope you will join us for a memorable evening in 
support of  a worthy cause.

The Original Beaver Club
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What to Wear to

Beaver Club Gala
What’s the Look?
The original Beaver Club of Montreal was populated with well-to-do men of  the 
trade who gathered in business attire each month to have a boys’ night out and tell 
tales of  their adventures in the North Country. Differently cultured or gendered 
folk were rarely in attendance, unless as special invited guests. What we are 
inviting you to help us achieve at the Beaver Club Gala is to evoke that historical 
time (1785-1820)—the fun, the food, the story-telling, the clothes—but to make 
the gathering much more inclusive. Gala attendees are not required to come in 
costume but we think those who do will have a much better time. Whatever you 
do decide to wear, keep in mind the can-do motto of  the Beaver Club which was 
“Fortitude in Distress” which could easily apply to many aspects of  gala prep, 
including costumes. 

Fancy dress of  the day for Montréal society folk would have been that of  the Regency Period with cutaway jackets for 
gents, top hats (made of  beaver felt, of  course!), frilly shirts, cravats, tailored trousers and handmade leather boots. 
And, for the ladies, dresses of  the day were empire-waisted full length frocks, with gloves and buckram bonnets and 
colourful capes for outerwear. With some searching, sewing, begging, borrowing (or renting) you may opt to go with 
the Montréal high society look. If  you’re stuck and not in a particularly dress up mood, you could just borrow a sash 
from the museum and replace the cummerbund on your tuxedo. Another option is go the “buckskin” route, meaning 
to evoke a more countrified version of  the dress of  the day, coming as a trader and his lady (perhaps through marriage 
a la façon du pays, or in the manner of  the country), in wool and skin clothing, suitably dressed up for a night on the 
town. Think coureur des bois, voyageurs, ceinture fléchées, moccasins, jaunty toques or, if  you’re really stuck, perhaps (doing 
what Sir George Simpson did when he wanted to look as regal as possible when out on the trail) build an outfit 
around a silk dressing gown. 

A third option is to explore the highland lad and lassie options. The original members of  the Beaver Club were mostly 
Scots. Kilts and/or tartan dresses would be completely authentic for an affair such as this. Going for the less formal 
Jacobean kilt look as opposed to the stiffer Bonnie Prince Charlie ensemble might allow you to add some fur trade 
flair to the outfit and/ or adapt it to a buckskin vest or some other item—moccasins perhaps—that would give the 
outfit a gala look and feel. These are just a few ideas to help you in getting an outfit ready for the gala. Remember that 
what we’re trying to do here is have some fun and to raise some funds for The Canadian Canoe Museum in the spirit 
of  a long-standing Canadian fur trade tradition. 
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Editor’s note: Gwyneth Hoyle, 
our regular volunteer pro• ler, is 
away on vacation so Kristina has 
agreed to step in for this issue.

On most Thursdays you 
will see a kind, smiling, and 
welcoming lady standing 
behind the big old counter in 
the museum gift shop. The 
lady you see standing with 
the thin framed glasses and 
grayish hair is known to always 
be the one you can go to, with 
her expertise around the store 
and great sense of humor and 
willingness to always help when 
needed she makes for one 
treasured volunteer. 

Gwen is no stranger to 
retail, • rst with Rite-way, and 
then with Zellers. After the  
downtown Zellers closed, Gwen 
was offered early retirement 
and knew she would need to 
• nd something to keep her  
days busy. 

After volunteering at Five 
Counties School for a short 
period of time, Gwen and 
her father decided to visit the 

Canoe Museum. Gwen says she 
knew from that moment that 
this was where she wanted to 
be.

Shirley 
Berwick  
and Norma 
McEwan 
were 
Gwen’s • rst 
contacts 
with the 
museum, 
and she 
remembers 
feeling very 
welcomed 
by them 
in her • rst 
days.

Gwen 
enjoys 
working 
at the 
museum 
and meeting the visitors that 
come from all over the world. 
Listening to the visitors’ stories 
as well as trying to make 
their experience the most 

memorable she can. Getting 
to know the staff and all of the 
volunteers is also on the list of 

Gwen’s favorite things about 
the job.

You can • nd Gwen every 
Thursday from 10 :00 am to 
5:00 pm in the gift shop. You 

may also see her walking the 
• oors trying to help other 
staff as much as she can when 
possible.

While having various 
interests over the years, she 
• nds herself camping and 

snowmobiling 
the most. Now-a-
days, she enjoys 
gardening and 
working at the 
museum. While 
Gwen has always 
lived surrounded 
by water and likes 
living an active 
outdoors life she 
has never owned a 
canoe or kayak, and 
up until 2 years ago 
she had never even 
been in one. 

The small town 
girl from Apsley 
that moved to 
Peterborough in 
search of a new life, 
close to her family 
of has now been 

working at the museum for 5 
years and is still enjoying every 
minute of it.

VOLUNTEER PROFILE: GWEN CLARK
BY KRISTINA BARTLEY

One of the fundamental 
principles on which museums 
are founded is the idea of 
stewardship. In a strictly 
legal sense, this word means 
caring for the • nancial affairs 
or property of another. 
For museums, the idea of 
stewardship is broader, because 
we care for historic items of 
property of many others for the 
common good, as we hold our 
cultural patrimony in trust. In 
carrying out this stewardship 
of our collection of canoes, 
kayaks, paddled watercraft and 
related objects, our discussions 
are often very practical. We 
keep these artifacts in a dry, 
safe place, we inventory 
and photograph them and 
we monitor their physical 
condition. Beyond these basic 
physical realities, though, there 

is another dimension to our 
collection which the museum 
had never addressed, that of 
the spirit. 

Earlier this year, we took 
an important step towards a 
higher level of stewardship. 
On a soft summer evening, led 
by native elders, a group of 
friends, staff and supporters of 
the museum gathered together 
to feast the spirits of the canoes 
in the collection. In leading 
the group that evening, Curve 
Lake Elder Doug Williams  
and Mark and Wendy Philips  
showed us that the spirits of 
the canoes in the collection 
were hungry, and needed to be 
cared for. 

After songs and stories, 
sharing a pipe of peace and 
smudging those around the 
• re, Mark led the smudging 

of the collection with 
burning sweetgrass. 
We then gathered 
together to share a 
traditional meal, • rst 
offering some of the 
food to the • re for the 
spirits. The evening 
closed in a circle, as 
everyone present 
in turn spoke about 
what the evening, 
and the canoes in the 
collection meant to 
them. 

We are grateful 
to Doug and Mark 
and Wendy, and 
other members of 
Canada’s First Nations 
who joined us that 
night, for leading 
us to recognize and 
acknowledge the 
spiritual dimension of 
these artifacts we hold 
so dear.

FEASTING THE SPIRITS
BY JOHN SUMMERS

CCM HOSTS ART SHOW 
AND SALE ON OCT. 3RD

Local artists have always been 
important contributors to the 
museum store. Whether it is 
traditional items such as mittens 
or paddles created by our 
talented artisans, or the • ne art 
wilderness-themed sculptures or 
paintings that adorn the store’s 
walls. 

We at the museum support 
our local artists and, as a way of 
giving back, are hosting an art 
show where these artists will be 
on hand showing their work, 
demonstrating their skill, and 
selling their product.

The art show will be part of  
the 8th annual Doors Open  on 
October 3rd . Admission is free all 
day, refreshments will be sold.

Please come out and support 
our local artists.

Gwen Clark, pictured in the museum store, taking a break from getting 
the store ready to process online orders. Our on-line store will be up 
and running soon, so check us out at www.canoemuseum.ca.
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THE OLD AND THE NEW
There are some recent and 

pending acquisitions to the 
collection of the Canadian 
Canoe Museum that really 
stand out. One is an Ontario 
Canoe Company “Sailing 
and Cruising model”, 
manufactured in Ashburnham 
(Peterborough), Ontario in the 
late 1800s (pictured below). It is 
constructed in the remarkable 
“cedar-rib” manner, features 
long cherry decks, • otation 
tanks, a retractable centerboard 
and kick-up rudder, and some 
of the hardware for a two-
masted sailing rig. Restoration 
efforts to the canoe were 
initiated at an earlier date, and 
will eventually be completed by 
the team at the museum. 

As well, we recognize that 
the design, construction and 
the use of canoes and kayaks is 
still a thriving art, and intend 
also to showcase this in new 
and exciting ways. As such, 
the Canadian Canoe Museum 

is also thrilled 
to acquire two 
recent Olympic  
kayaks (pictured 
at bottom), 
belonging 
to Canadian 
kayaking 
sensation Adam 
van Koeverden. 
Adam will join 
us on September 
20th to present 
the boats and 
meet our guests. 
The • rst, an 
Olympic Warrior  model K-1 
produced by Plastex Composite 
from Warsaw, Poland took him 
to his Gold Medal in Men’s 
K-1 (500m) and Bronze Medal 
(200m) in the 2004 Olympics in 

Athens. The latter, a K-1 made 
for him by Nelo Boats of Vila 
do Conde, Portugal was used 
by him to win a silver medal at 
the Beijing Olympics in 2008.

THE OLD IS NEW AGAIN
At the heart of any museum 

one • nds, not surprisingly, 
a collection of artifacts and 
materials - what is sometimes 
ingloriously referred to as 
“the stuff ”. It would be rare 
to • nd a museum that claims 
to be fully satis• ed with the 
information, knowledge and 
understanding that its staff 
possesses about their precious 
cargo. A small confession here: 
it may even be a triumph to 
know “what we have” and 
“where it is”.  

We are proceeding with 
a major push at this time 
towards documenting and 
physically consolidating 
our entire collection of 
large and small artifacts not 
currently exhibited into a 
recently renovated, 10,000 
square-metre storage area. 
While we confess this to be a 
little daunting, it is a lifetime 
opportunity to physically 
handle, survey and continue 

the process of documenting 
each of the paddles and related 
artifacts that come from many 
parts of the globe, and are now 
in our care. 

A longer view of this process 
shows the Canadian Canoe 
Museum with a much more 
accessible and searchable 
collection for our needs and 
yours. Along with the physical 
assembling of the collection into 
this bright, new storage space, 
we are also gathering and 
consolidating the intellectual 
information about each item, 
where it will be honed and live 
on the museum’s new database 
software. 

An even longer view of this 
process will perhaps see you 
enjoying this seldom-viewed 
and breathtaking treasure 
yourself on guided tour. Stay 
tuned.

CURATORIAL REPORT
BY JEREMY WARD AND BETH STANLEY
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This summer, the CCM 
modi • ed its traditional 
Chairman’s barbeque to 
coincide with the National 
Canoe Day celebrations on 
June 26th. The Canoebecue was 
hosted by our new Chairman of 
the board Jim Stewart and his 
wife (and CCM event planner) 
Katie on their farm on the 
shores of the Otonabee River. 
The evening of canoe-themed 
activities was a grand success.

When guests arrived to 
the event, they had several 
activities to chose from. They 
could play Bocce, Toequet 
(that’s croequet played with a 
coloured soccer ball and your 
foot), or horseshoes. They were 
also invited to try their hand at 
paddling one of about a dozen 
historic canoes in the Otonabee 
river (Note to self - next year 
tell guests to bring a towel).

Then, the group convened 
around the Stewart’s pond for 
our • rst-ever paper canoe race. 
Guests were encouraged to 
sponsor a wax-covered paper 
canoe from the CCM education 
programme for $10, place it 
in the pond, and let the gentle 
breeze do the rest. The • rst 
canoe across the • nish line 
won its owner a hand-made 
Red Tail paddle. Participants 
were further instructed that 

they could ‘encourage’ 
their craft as long as they 
did not physically touch 
it. This led to plenty of 
splashing, and I’m happy 
to report that, although 
some of the tiny craft 
were swamped as a result, 
nobody got too wet 
(Nonethelss, see earlier 
comment about towels).

On a side note, for 
anybody doubting 
the importance of 
vegetables in one’s diet, 

it is interesting to point 
out that the second place 
craft sailed across the • nish 
line with no encouragement 
whatsoever, powered solely 
by the tomato and broccoli 
stem (appropriated from the 
vegetable tray) that had been 
placed in the canoe as ballast.

After the race, the guests 
then moved into the barn 
where an excellent buffet 
supper was served, live and 

silent auctions were conducted, 
and we danced the evening 
away to the bopping strains of 
the Little Big Band.

The event was a huge fund-
raising success for the museum. 
According to James Raffan, “in 
addition to having an enjoyable 
time, this event exceeded its 
• nancial target.  Through 
tickets sales, the live and silent 

auctions and through the 
kind donations of time from 
volunteers and auction items 
from a wide range of generous 
donors, we raised over $11,000 
which will go directly to the 
care and exhibition of the 
unique cultural and material 
portrait of Canada that is the 
collection of The Canadian 
Canoe Museum.”  

CANOEBECUE 2009
BY DWAYNE JAMES (WITH PICTURES BY MOLLIE CARTMELL)

The CCM was successful 
in a proposal to the 
Peterborough Community 
Futures Development 
Corporations’ Local Initiative 
Program.  

The grant 
proposal was 
accepted and 
$7,000 was 
awarded to the museum to 
further develop and enhance 
our trade show booth.  

Two Apple computers have 

been purchased and will be 
used as part of the booth 
experience. Our exhibit will 

allow visitors to view 
our virtual galleries 

and virtually 
shop at our gift 
store.

CCM will 
also be attending 

the Fall Cottage Life show 
November 6-8 at the Toronto 
International Centre as part 
of this funding. 

CCM RECEIVES GRANT 
BY ANTHONY BERARDI

Recently, I was chatting 
with a young man who was 
heavily involved in local 
Scouting. When I told him of 
my association with the CCM, 
he said “So, you must know 
Arnie Allen  then.” He then 
proceeded to tell me the depth 
of Arnie’s involvement with 
Scouting. Apparently, he’s a bit 
of a legend there. 

It’s hard to believe that 
Arnie would have any time 
left to volunteer at another 
organization besides the CCM 

considering how hard he 
works here, but Arnie and his 
wife Leonore  have made such 
a signi• cant contribution to 
Scouts Canada over the last 
50 years that the couple were 
recently awarded a star on the 
Peterborough Walk of Fame under 
the category of Community 
Betterment.

We’d like to extend hearty 
congratulations to Arnie and 
Leonore, and thank Arnie for 
his continued work for the 
museum. 

ARNOLD ALLEN HONOURED 
BY DWAYNE JAMES
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This summer, the Canoe 
Museum began to reward its 
patrons with unique logowear 
caps. The hats are black, have 

the logo embroidered in bright 
silver on the front, and have the 
word PATRON embroidered on 
the back.

Recently, our 
Chairman of 
the board, Jim 
Stewart, joined 
several of our 
patrons (all 
proudly wearing 
their new caps) on 
a canoe trip down 
the Soper River in 
Baf• n Island.

PATRONS PADDLE SOPER RIVER 
BY DWAYNE JAMES

October 3rd

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Doors Open and Art Show and Sale
Join us and tour the museum for free as well as visit the Education Center where local artists will be showing 
their work. Refreshments will be sold.

October 17th Beaver Club Gala 2009
See the Special Insert in this issue and order your tickets today.

November 17 th

7:30 p.m.
Wipper Lecture by 2010 Matthews Fellow, Douglas  Blakey.
The title of the lecture will be The Canoe Connection: Nature de• cit and Young People

BIRTH
ANNOUNCEMENT

Dwayne James, CCM’s Volunteer Coordinator and long-time volunteer, is 
happy to announce a signi • cant expansion of his family. On September 15 th, 
his partner Sarah gave birth to twin boys Rowan (because they couldn’t call him 
Paddlin) and Daniel . The new family is doing well, and would like to thank 
everyone for their well wishes.

NOTICES AND COMING SOON 
FIND OUT MORE AT WWW.CANOEMUSEUM.CA

After a summer of canoeing 
research and improvisation,  
Museum Executive Director 
James Raffan is heading west 
this fall, continuing to tell the 
story of the Canadian 
Canoe Museum with 
his  National Treasure 
presentation.  

On October 22 nd he’ll 
be helping to  open the 
CCM Outreach Exhibit 
at the Muskoka Boat and 
Heritage Centre - Grace 
and Speed in Gravenhurst. 

He’s in Waterloo on 
October 23rd ,  Winnipeg on 
October 26/27th, Saskatoon 
on October 28 th, Calgary 
on  October 29/30 th, Banff 

on October 31st/November 1 st, 
Edmonton on November  2 nd, 
Camrose on November 3rd , 
and Vancouver and Victoria on 
November 4/5 th. 

 Presentations in these 
cities are hosted by provincial 
canoeing organizations and/or 
friends of the museum.  The 
purpose of the tour is to raise 

awareness of the CCM, to meet 
with key supporters, and to 
encourage Canadians across the 
country to become members of 
the museum to help strengthen 
the case for future national 
museum status for the CCM.

MUSEUM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HEADS WEST

ADA CALVERT 1937-2009

Just as we were putting this 
issue of the newsletter to bed, we 
were saddened to learn of the 
passing of our dear friend Ada 
Calvert .

Ada was has a long history of 
volunteer involvement at the 
Canadian Canoe Museum, and 
was a very vocal supporter.

People have already begun 
to come forward to share their 
memories of Ada, and we’ll 
publish them, along with more on 
Ada’s remarkable life, in the next 
issue.


