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CANADA BY CANOE
NATIONAL CANOE DAY 2009

BY DWAWE JAMES

I think that it's safe to say that
the very fact that you are reading
this newsletter demonstrates that
you understand how the canoe
has always fascinated people,
especially us Canadians. The
canoe is evocative to be sure, and
if we can accept that (as we at the
Canoe Museum are very fond
of saying) the canoe in physical
form was key in shaping our
national geography, then it is
not too much of a stretch to see
how the canoe in iconic form has
shaped our national identity, and
continues to do so. We need look
no further than the events of this
past summer for proof of this.

Since the canoe was declared
by the people of Canada as one
of a select handful of national
Wonders in 2007, the idea of
going out on the nationally-
designated day of June 26th
to openly celebrate the simple
watercraft has certainly caught
on. This year alone we heard of

more than two dozen
events from coast to
coast.

As James Raffan, our
Executive Director, wrote,

“the canoe was celebrated Cal

gary, Alberta

... across the country from
Cambridge Bay, Nunavut
to Victoria B.C., and across
to Halifax and St. John's
Newfoundland with two
dozen stops in between.”

In fact, to give you an
idea of just how diverse
the paddling locales were
in early June, the group in
Yellowknife actually had
to break ice in order to
paddle.

We hope you enjoy a few
pictures of the events, and invite
you to see more at
www.nationalcanoeday.net.

Oh yes, | almost forgot the
most important invitation of all.
We'd like you to join us next year.

ety

d, Newfoundland

Gander Pon

Peterborough, Ontario
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THE VIEW AHEAD

GENERALMANAGERS ReEPORTBY JOHN SUMMERS

Pl Jins Wiltete

It's hard to believe that
we've turned the corner into
fall already. Perhaps this year
instead of asking the usual
“where did the summer go?”
guestion we should be asking
if it ever really happened at
all. Even with the less-than-
summery weather, though,
it's been a busy few months.
In early July | traveled to
Keuka College, located in the
beautiful Finger Lakes region
of New York, for the annual
Assembly of the Wooden
Canoe Heritage Association.
Some of you may have met this
group at the Canoe Museum
last summer when they were
in town for their Assembly at
Tre nt University. Each year’s
gathering has a theme, and this
year it was canoe sailing. It may
have been the largest gathering
of sailing canoes in one place
since the glory days of the
American Canoe Association
meets of the late 19th and early
20th centuries, which were held
among other places at Stoney
Lake. The sailing was good,
albeit tricky at times with the
constantly-shifting winds in
this narrow lake, but what was
even better was the opportunity
to meet people who share our
passion for canoeing history. As
the museum moves forward,

we will need to reach out as far
and wide as we can and build
relationships with groups like
the WCHA to connect our
wonderful historical exhibits
with the living, breathing,
paddling (and sailing!) world of
canoeing today.
And speaking of

and above everything, useful.
Twi ce this summer, we've
received a signie cant gift
when Dick Bird of Belleville,
Ontario, has driven his pickup
truck to town. Each time, he
has brought a sizeable load
of 6/4 and 8/4 cherry lumber
to use for paddle-making
classes. Our paddle-making
instructors Hal Bowen, Don

reaching out and
making connections,
we had the opportunity
to host a distinguished
visitor on Saturday,
August 8" when
Michael Ignatieff and
his wife Zsuzsannapaid
the museum a visit.
With Pierre Trudeau’s
bark canoe at his side,
the Opposition Leader
spoke about the canoe
and what it means

to our sense of self

as Canadians before
moving on to a brief
tour of the museum’s
galleries with Curator
Jeremy Ward and Vice
Chair of the Board

phosse Molis Cortal

Terry Guest. On a tight
schedule as always, Mr.
Ignatieff’'s staff was just moving
him towards the front door to
depart for his next appearance
when he asked if we had any
big birch-bark fur trade canoes
on display. Terry and Jeremy
took him up to the second ¢ oor
to look at the encampment

and then they were spotted by
Ipie van der Veen,

Duncan, Jeremy Ward and
Beth Stanley prefer cherry for
its combination of workability
and beauty, and there’s no
question that it carves up into a
lovely piece. It was getting hard
to  nd in the thickness and the
quality we need, though, and
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so Dick’s contribution has built
up a good stockpile for the
next few classes. It's just one
more illustration of the myriad
of ways in which it's possible
to reach out and support the
Canoe Museum.

Our early-morning paddle
and downtown portage in
celebration of National Canoe
Day came to a proe table
conclusion in front of Wild
Rock oute tters when Dave
Wood+*ne presented Executive
Director James Raffanwith a
cheque for more than $700.
The money was raised by the
store’s donation of a portion
of the proceeds from its canoe
and kayak sale the previous
weekend.

Finally, when most of
us think of canoeing and
paddling, we think of tripping,
and relaxing, and occasionally
taking on some white water.
Few of us probably envision
going straight over the top of a
50’ waterfall in a kayak, and yet
that's exactly what we saw at
the Reel Paddling Film Festival
on July 10". Organized by
Rapid Media and co-hosted in
Peterborough by Wild Rock,
this event travels around the
country each year showcasing
the best of the previous year’s
paddling *Ims. Featuring some
truly spectacular footage, this
year’s offerings took us to the
far north and the far south
and many points in between
in search of canoeing and
kayaking adventure.

our multi-talented
artisan volunteer. In
less than a minute,
she had them both
suited up in Capotes
(see picture). It
seemed only ¢ tting,
therefore, when we
were thinking of a
memento of their
visit to the museum,
to send Michael

and Zsuzsanna
each a pair of Ipie’s
mitts. After all, like
the canoe, these
mitts are eminently
Canadian: durable,
attractive, well-made

fhose: Jobm Semugrs
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CANOEKIDS PADDLE THE SUMMERAAW

BY JEN BURNARD & CGAROLYNHYSIOP

with many folk
hanging back to
chat at the close
of the day.

Thanks
to camp
counselors,
Katherine
Lapointe and
Dave Lundberg
for making Day
Camp a week to
remember for so
many new little
paddlers.

At Paddling
Camp, campers
spent Monday
at the museum
and Tuesday
to Friday on
the water
learning and
honing their
paddling skills,

This summer the Education
Program offered two week-
long day camps: “CanoeKids
Summer Day Camp” for
5-9 year olds and “CanoeKids
Paddling Camp” for 10-14 year
olds.

At Summer Day Camp, 16
children ages 5 to 9 took part
in many fun and interesting
hands-on activities during the
« rst four days at the museum.
Day ° ve saw the week capped
off by a much-anticipated,
fabulous day of paddling
adventures on Little Lake
and Meade Creek. Children
and leaders donned their
PFD’s and set out for a day
on the water. Along the way
we visited such Peterborough
landmarks as the Little Lake
fountain, Lock 20, Ecology
Gardens, Meade Creek, Rogers
Cove and Beavermeade Park.
Each canoe was sterned by an
experienced youth or adult
paddler while each camper
got to take the bow seat,
and experience the thrill of
paddling their own canoe.

Our visit to Ecology Gardens
on the banks of Meade Creek
was a real successGlen
Caradus, local educator,
musician, puppeteer and

long-time Canoe Museum
Education Animator, led the
group through songs from his
recently released children’s
CD, Song Gardengvww.
paddlingpuppeteers.com).

He also gave our campers an
exclusive demonstration of his
new interactive water ecology
exhibit that had them totally
engaged. As always, parent
feedback was a joy to receive

playing games,
performing initiative tasks and
making crafts. And thankfully,
we had the best weather of the
entire summer; hot, humid and
calm.

This year the Peterborough
Rowing Club very kindly
shared their shore space,
washrooms and docks with
us while the canal below the
rowing docks became our on-
the-water classroom. At the
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end of our 5 days together our
intrepid youth could draw, pry,
J, sweep, stop, portage, and
rescue their swamped canoes
with cone dence and pride.

A highlight of the week
was having our Chair of the
Board visit camp. Jim Stewart
arrived mid morning, joined
us on the water and slipped
into camp routine like an
old pro. The campers were
enchanted by his stories of
canoe racing and these were
topped off by a demonstration
of Olympic-style, C1 and C2
racing techniques. Education
Coordinator Carolyn Hyslop
played the part of his bowman
while the campers cheered
them on.

Each of our 14 Paddling
Camp campers ¢ nished the
week with either their ORCKA
Flatwater Level A or Level B
certie cation. Some campers
were returning from our
paddling camps last year and
one family from Kingston even
camped at Beavermeade for the
week just so that their two boys
could attend the camp. We
seem to have found a niche that
needs- lling in our community
when it comes to summer
children’s programming and
we look forward to using what
we have learned from this
summer’s experiences to plan
an even better program for
next year.
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FOLK FESTIVAL GALA
BY JOHN SUMMERS

The galleries were ¢ lled
with music on Friday,
August 28" when the Canoe
Museum played host to the
Peterborough Folk Festival's
opening gala. Featuring
long-time friend of the canoe
museum and paddler lan
Tamblyn, the event was given
even more canoeing ¢ avour by

the fact that Canoe.ca Editor-
in-Chief David Newland , who
hosted it, had literally just
arrived back in the city from 2
weeks of canoeing on Georgian
Bay. The evening was opened
by singer/songwriter David
Simard, uniquely accompanied
by Mona Varichon on French
horn.

CanoeS
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YOuNG YUKON CARVERSCREATEDUGOUT

An historic project has just wrapped up on a remote
island in the Yukon River where nineteen young
students have rediscovered the traditional techniques
of dugout carving under the direction of Tlingit
Master Carver Wayne Price. Over an eight-week
period, the group turned a 13,000 pound red cedar
log into a spectacular 30-foot brightly painted dugout
canoe.

You can read all about the project and see pictures at
http ://lwww.yukoncanoeproject2009.blogspot.com/.

BILL MASON ECBRVES
POSTHUMOUS AWARD

BY DWAWNE JAMES

Bill Mason, the Canadian
paddling guru who e« gures
prominently in the Museum’s
galleries, continues to garner
accolades even in death with his
upcoming induction into the
International Whitewater Hall of
Fame (IWHOF)in Bryson, NC.

Bill Mason's paddling
legacy cannot be denied, and
it is heart-warming to see that
his popularity continues to
grow a full 21 years after his
untimely passing. In fact the
NFB acknowledges that Bill's
 Ims continue to be the most
requested in their library,
and when they launched
their online viewing service in
January of 2009 (nfb.ca), the
majority of visitor comments
were requests to have Bill's
* Ims made available online.

Mason was nominated
for the award by Paddle
Canada in recognition of the
substantial impact that he has
had (and continues to have) in
promoting paddling to a wide

audience, and because “he was

a truly great Canadian who has
paddled his way into the hearts
of recreational paddlers from
around the world.”

The IWHOF writes that “Bill
Mason’s books, paintings, * Ims
and environmental advocacy
have each had a tremendous
impact on generations of
wilderness travelers and
whitewater paddlers.”

The induction ceremony
will take place on Saturday
September 26" at the
Nantahala Outdoor Center in
North Carolina.

BEAVER CLUB GALA 2009

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE

Last year, we took the bold
step of reaching back into
history and reviving a grand
and interesting old event to
serve as a new fund-raising
venture. The original Beaver
Club was founded in 1785 by
Montreal-based members of
the North West Company who
had spent at least one winter
in the north country. In the
early years, the club provided
a venue (and an excuse!) for
seasoned fur traders to gather
and reminisce over ¢ ne food
and generous libations.

We thought that a
chance to gather together
in costume to support our
common cause, surrounded
by the rich ambience of the
fur trade, might be a welcome
antidote to the usual rubber
chicken/hotel ballroom fund
raising event, and we were
right. Though some said it
couldn’t be done, or that
no-one would want to get
up a costume just to come
to a fundraiser, more than
175 people attended and
the evening raised upwards

of $35,000 for the museum.
Spirits were high, the feeling
in the air was wonderful and
everyone got right into the fur
trade mood.

and daring tales of the North

Country, culminating in the

dramatic and imaginative canoe

journey of Le Grande Voyage.
The dress code is Black

BEAVER CLUB GALA TICKETS 1€ circa 1800, Buckskins,

ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE
WWWCANOEMUSEUNMCA

Anything that good is
worth doing again, so you are
invited to The Beaver Club
Gala on Saturday, October
17%, 2009. Recreating the
original fur traders’ supper
club in Montreal, the Beaver
Club Gala is an authentic
dining experience with < ne
food, period music, dancing

eauty

Fur Trade Garb or Regency
Costume, or even just a
voyageur sash and a tuxedo.
Tickets are $200/person or
$1600/table of eight. Charitable
receipts will be issued to the
maximum allowed by the
Canada Revenue Agency. Send
in the ticket order form (see
page 8), call the museum at
705.748.9153 or go to www.
canoemuseum.ca to order your
tickets.
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YouAre Invedo

A Feaal Bvenng in Spport of the
Canathn CaoeMus=sum

feiididi
BeareClulisaa

Satirday,October 17"

Cockais 6 p.m., Diner7 pm.
Petrborough Cuting Club
2195 Lasbwre 3red West

Receayte mgnafurtrales’spprdubnMontal
an dencdnigeeeewhihebodendnus
damgad dagtéasdteN ot Cainy,cimnam
intle cnatad magaeangoury @

L e Gawdld/oyag6reakFuh WoryCause!

Dress Bla& Tie cir@a 180Q Buckskns Fur Trace Garbor RegencyCostime
Tickets$200 pea peron, $1600 pa tabke d eight

Chartale receips to themaximum amant allovedby tre Ganaddreveme Agency
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TheOngialBeareClub

Theorigiral Bearer Cluo wasfounded in 185 ty Montreatbased
memlersof the North WestCompaywho had spntat leatone
winterin thepayslierhat or nath county. In theealy years the
club povided a vieue(andan &cuse) for ssasnedfur traders ©
gaherand reminiseoverfine foodandgenenuslibaions Regadless
of whd activities acaurredlaterin theevering, the medingsalways
bean esgdfully with fvetoasts “To theMother d al Sairts;,” “To
theKing;” “To theFur Trade and allits Biarches” “To the Voyageus
WivesandChildren” and ‘To Absent Members”

No minutes reman deaiing exatty wha wenton & thesegahelings, atioudh enoudh of
ther consderablefood andliquor invoiceshawe sirvivedto aonwey tre chamlader of theevern.
Thereord showsthat aghe tralition evolved the BeavelClub wasa ged equalzer. Kings,
politicians, eld Montrealbusinessmensoldies d theredm, gwestsfrom all vaks d life,
traders with somewatrugy social gacesbut with adrerturesane sories to deant— all
rubbedshoulders n anatmoghee d mutud respet.

“Fortitude in Distes” the notto of the Beaver Club, apliedgererdly to life in heFur
Trade, bu it mayal® haveapgied pecificallyto the antics & monthly Qub meeting n
Montred. Dinngsbegn wth drinks, tle ivetoass and then in diwe course a pipein full
recalia kadng in a bef bearing aldt a lamirg boars headon a silveplater. Menusvaied
but usualy included auntry fare mixed withfine wheandmud revety.

Punctuatirg the coursesvoud be sbries recitionsandoccasonaly dramaic presentatins
tha would gvewayewentuwallyto voyageusags dancing and mertaass. Tiadtionally the
culminaing evert of theevernng wa LeGrandvoyajea mideraus e-enatmert of ajoumey
by canoedown wild white weer, owver back-bre&ing patagesand inb the hed of fur
county; all imagined by club meenkas tley stside-by-gle a patour chars“padding”
with their dinne forks,sgan dbhs(kilt knivesin kneesacks), or ary aheritem at had.
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Overa eriod of 20yearsthroughthe 196G and 1970s, th Nor'Weser andLoydist Museum
in William$own, Ontaiio, hosted a Beaer ClubDinner, and it is irhiesprit of this tadtion
tha The Candian CaoeMussumrevivedthe Bearer Club Galain 20 & afundraisng
project. Tle sippat yougive by attendingthe Beaer Club is an essetia pat of the
museuns annualoperatirg budget and wehopeyouwill join us br a memaakle eenngin
suppat of a worthy cau®.

fouty
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Whato \&@ato

BeareClulisah

Whédle Look?

Theorigiral Bearer Club of Montrealwas ppukted with well-to-do men of the
trade who catheedin busiressattire eaty monthto hawe aboys’night outand tell
talesof ther adventuresin theNorth County. Differertly cuturedor gerdered
folk wererardy in atendance urles as spcidinvited gests Whatweare
inviting youto hep us ahieveatthe Beaer Club Galais 1o evoke thathigorical
time (I785-18206)-the fun,thefood, thestay-elling,the cbthes—butto male
thegaheing mwch more nclusive.Gala aendeesarenat requred to come in
cogume kut wethink thosewho do will haea rmuchbeter time.Whaeveryou
do decide towear, keepin mind he carrdo motto of the Beaver Club which was
“Fortitude n Distres” which could eaily goplyto mary sspestsof gah pep,
includirng msumes.
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Farcy des d theday fo Montréalsccietyfolk would have beentha of the RegencyPeiod with ctawayjadkets for
gerts,top has (made of bave felt,of caurse),frilly shirts, cravds, tailored traises and handnadeledaherboots
And, for theladies,dresse®f theday wee empre-wdstedfull length frocks, with glovesand bekrambonnes and
colourful capedor ouerwear With some saching, sewving, kegdng, borrowing (or renting) yau mayopt to gowith
the Montréd high ociety bok. If youre stud and notin a paticularly des upmood, yo muld jug borrow a fsh
from the museumand relae the conmebundon yaur tuxedo Anothe option is g the“buckskn” route mearing
to evdkea nore countrified vergon of the des d theday mmingasa tacerandhislady (erhapsthrouch mariage
a la &condu mys o in themamerof the caintry), in wool andskinclahing, suitdly dressedup far anight on the
town. Think cowrurds lbisvyagus ceiturdléhéesnoccams jauny toquesor, if youtreredly sudk, perhaps(daing
wha Sir Gerge Simpsn dd whenhewartedto look as rgalas pgsille when outon the trail) build an otifit
arownd a $lk dresanggown.

A third option is © explorethe highland lad and kisoptions Theoriginalmemlersof the BeaveClub weremosly
Scots Kilts and/or tartandressesvoud be complelyautenic for an afair suchas this. Goig for theles famd
Jacokeankilt look as oposel to the differ BonniePrine Charle ersenile might dlow yai to adl some dir trade
flair to theoutfit and/ or adapit to a luckslkn vestor sone dheritem—mocasns pehgps—tha would givethe
ouffit a galalook and fel. Thesearejud afew idea o hdp youin getting an oufit reaq for thegah.Rermemlerthat
wha we'te trying to do haeis havesome fin andto raise sora funds fa The Candian CaoeMuseumin thesprit
of a bngstanding Candian fu trace tradtion.
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__  TICKETS @ ®00 = Plemeprovide rames d thosefor whom

tickets havebeenpurchasedon reverseand

TABLESOF 8 @ $1600 = noteif a vgetrian nealis lequred

Chartalle receiptdor tickets will be povided b themaximum amant allovedby the GanadaReente Agercy.

I/We cannotattend butwould still like to beorme fonouarymemtersof the BeaverClub
by making a daaton atthe following levei

[1$50 MILLIE UX The woyayeusin themiddle ¢ thecaroewho worked long hours far low pay
[1$100 AVA NT The illed mdderin the bowof the cmoewho helped wh the steering
[O0$50 CHANTER Thevoyageuwho receiedextra py for leading th snging

[0$00 GOUVERNAIL Thestersnan and gatain of the voyajeuswho called heshds

[0 $1000 BOURGEOISE The canpaly bossvho sd back paddled ot, and jisttook in theview
0$_____ Other Amownt

Chartalle receiptdor dorationswill be povided br thefull amount.

TICKET PURCHASE

Name Sreet
City: Rostd Code: Work/ Cel Phone:
HomePhone: Email

O Cheqte Enclose O VISA ] Masercad
Nameon Cad:
CardNumker: Expiry Date /
Sigratue:

Mail compleéedform to The Ganadin CaneMuseum 910MonagharRoal, PéerboroughON K9J5K4
Visit wwweanoenuseuncafor costimesuwggestons directionsandaccanmodaion information.

Please provide EITHER the names of those with whomwigaw be seated
AND/OR contact information (for tax receipts) for additionkétscwhch
hawe bee purchased on thisrfo. Please sb notef a vggetarian meal is

required for any guests.

BEAVER CLUB GALA TICKET ORDER FORM

Vegetarian Meal?

[ I R I A I B B R

A N ™M < 1w © N~ ©
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BY KRISTINABARTLEY

Editor’s note: Gwyneth Hoyle,
our regular volunteer prde, is
away on vacation so Kristina has
agreal to step in for this issue.

On most Thursdays you
will see a kind, smiling, and
welcoming lady standing
behind the big old counter in
the museum gift shop. The
lady you see standing with
the thin framed glasses and
grayish hair is known to always
be the one you can go to, with
her expertise around the store
and great sense of humor and
willingness to always help when
needed she makes for one
treasured volunteer.

Gwen is no stranger to
retail,  rst with Rite-way, and
then with Zellers. After the
downtown Zellers closed, Gwen
was offered early retirement
and knew she would need to
* nd something to keep her
days busy.

After volunteering at Five
Counties School for a short
period of time, Gwen and
her father decided to visit the

CanoeS

VOLUNTEER PROFILBEwVEs G ARK

Canoe Museum. Gwen says she

knew from that moment that
this was where she wanted to
be.

PACE 9

may also see her walking the
* 0ors trying to help other
staff as much as she can when
possible.

While having various
interests over the years, she
* nds herself camping and

snowmobiling

memorable she can. Getting
to know the staff and all of the
volunteers is also on the list of

Shirley
Berwick
and Norma
McEwan
were
Gwen’'se rst
contacts
with the
museum,
and she
remembers
feeling very
welcomed
by them
in her e rst
days.

Gwen

the most. Now-a-
days, she enjoys
gardening and
working at the
museum. While
Gwen has always
lived surrounded
by water and likes
living an active
outdoors life she
has never owned a
canoe or kayak, and
up until 2 years ago
she had never even
been in one.

The small town
girl from Apsley

enjoys
working
at the
museum
and meeting the visitors that
come from all over the world.
Listening to the visitors’ stories
as well as trying to make

their experience the most

Gwen Clark, pictured in the museum store, taking a break from getti
the store ready to process online orders. Our on-line store will be up
and running soon, so check us out at www.canoemuseum.ca.

that moved to
Iggterborough in
search of a new life,
close to her family
of has now been
working at the museum for 5
years and is still enjoying every
minute of it.

Gwen's favorite things about
the job.

You can ¢ nd Gwen every
Thursday from 10 :00 am to
5:00 pm in the gift shop. You

FEASTING THE SPIRITS

BY JOHN SUMMERS

One of the fundamental
principles on which museums
are founded is the idea of
stewardship. In a strictly
legal sense, this word means
caring for the < nancial affairs
or property of another.

For museums, the idea of
stewardship is broader, because
we care for historic items of
property of many others for the
common good, as we hold our
cultural patrimony in trust. In
carrying out this stewardship

of our collection of canoes,
kayaks, paddled watercraft and
related objects, our discussions
are often very practical. We
keep these artifacts in a dry,
safe place, we inventory

and photograph them and

we monitor their physical
condition. Beyond these basic
physical realities, though, there

is another dimension to our
collection which the museum
had never addressed, that of
the spirit.

Earlier this year, we took
an important step towards a
higher level of stewardship.

On a soft summer evening, led
by native elders, a group of
friends, staff and supporters of
the museum gathered together
to feast the spirits of the canoes
in the collection. In leading

the group that evening, Curve
Lake Elder Doug Williams

and Mark and Wendy Philips
showed us that the spirits of
the canoes in the collection
were hungry, and needed to be
cared for.

After songs and stories,
sharing a pipe of peace and
smudging those around the
* re, Mark led the smudging

of the collection with
burning sweetgrass.
We then gathered
together to share a
traditional meal, e rst
offering some of the
food to the e re for the
spirits. The evening
closed in a circle, as
everyone present
in turn spoke about
what the evening,
and the canoes in the
collection meant to
them.

We are grateful
to Doug and Mark
and Wendy, and
other members of
Canada’s First Nations
who joined us that
night, for leading
us to recognize and
acknowledge the
spiritual dimension of
these artifacts we hold
so dear.

CCM HOSTS ART 8MWV
AND SALE ON OCT."3

Local artists have always been
important contributors to the
museum store. Whether it is
traditional items such as mittens
or paddles created by our
talented artisans, or the < ne art
wilderness-themed sculptures or
paintings that adorn the store’s
walls.

We at the museum support
our local artists and, as a way of
giving back, are hosting an art
show where these artists will be
on hand showing their work,
demonstrating their skill, and
selling their product.

The art show will be part of
the 8th annual Doors Open on
October 3. Admission is free all
day, refreshments will be sold.

Please come out and support
our local artists.

ety
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CURTORIAL REPORT

BY EREMYWARD AND BETH STANLEY

THE OLD AND THENEW

There are some recent and
pending acquisitions to the
collection of the Canadian
Canoe Museum that really
stand out. One is an Ontario
Canoe Company “Sailing
and Cruising model”,
manufactured in Ashburnham
(Peterborough), Ontario in the
late 1800s (pictured below). It is
constructed in the remarkable
“cedar-rib” manner, features
long cherry decks, ¢ otation
tanks, a retractable centerboard
and kick-up rudder, and some
of the hardware for a two-
masted sailing rig. Restoration
efforts to the canoe were
initiated at an earlier date, and
will eventually be completed by
the team at the museum.

CanoeS

ALL 2009

is also thrilled

to acquire two
recent Olympic
kayaks (pictured
at bottom),
belonging

to Canadian
kayaking
sensation Adam
van Koeverden.
Adam will join
us on September
20th to present
the boats and

meet our guests.
The e rst, an
Olympic Warrior model K-1
produced by Plastex Composite
from Warsaw, Poland took him
to his Gold Medal in Men’s

K-1 (500m) and Bronze Medal
(200m) in the 2004 Olympics in

As well, we recognize that
the design, construction and
the use of canoes and kayaks is
still a thriving art, and intend
also to showcase this in new
and exciting ways. As such,
the Canadian Canoe Museum

Athens. The latter, a K-1 made
for him by Nelo Boats of Vila
do Conde, Portugal was used
by him to win a silver medal at
the Beijing Olympics in 2008.

THE OLD IS NEWAGAIN
At the heart of any museum

one ¢ nds, not surprisingly,
a collection of artifacts and
materials - what is sometimes
ingloriously referred to as
“the stuff”. It would be rare
to e nd a museum that claims
to be fully satise ed with the
information, knowledge and
understanding that its staff
possesses about their precious
cargo. A small confession here
it may even be a triumph to
know “what we have” and
“where it is”.

We are proceeding with
a major push at this time
towards documenting and
physically consolidating
our entire collection of
large and small artifacts not
currently exhibited into a
recently renovated, 10,000
square-metre storage area.
While we confess this to be a
little daunting, it is a lifetime
opportunity to physically
handle, survey and continue

the process of documenting
each of the paddles and related
artifacts that come from many
parts of the globe, and are now
in our care.

A longer view of this process
shows the Canadian Canoe
Museum with a much more
accessible and searchable
collection for our needs and
yours. Along with the physical
assembling of the collection into
this bright, new storage space,
we are also gathering and
consolidating the intellectual
information about each item,
where it will be honed and live
on the museum’s new database
software.

An even longer view of this
process will perhaps see you
enjoying this seldom-viewed
and breathtaking treasure
yourself on guided tour. Stay
tuned.
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CANOEBECUE 2009

BY DWAYNE JAMES (wiTH PICTURESY MoLLIE CARTMEL)

This summer, the CCM
modi-e ed its traditional
Chairman’s barbeque to
coincide with the National
Canoe Day celebrations on
June 26". The Canoebecuewas
hosted by our new Chairman of
the board Jim Stewart and his
wife (and CCM event planner)
Katie on their farm on the
shores of the Otonabee River.
The evening of canoe-themed
activities was a grand success.

Then, the group convened
around the Stewart’s pond for
our e rst-ever paper canoe race.
Guests were encouraged to
sponsor a wax-covered paper
canoe from the CCM education
programme for $10, place it
in the pond, and let the gentle
breeze do the rest. The e rst
canoe across thee nish line
won its owner a hand-made
Red Tail paddle. Participants
were further instructed that

they could ‘encourage’

their craft as long as they
did not physically touch
it. This led to plenty of
splashing, and I'm happy
to report that, although
some of the tiny craft
were swamped as a result,
nobody got too wet
(Nonethelss, see earlier
comment about towels).
On a side note, for
anybody doubting
the importance of

When guests arrived to
the event, they had several
activities to chose from. They
could play Bocce, Toequet
(that's croequet played with a
coloured soccer ball and your
foot), or horseshoes. They were
also invited to try their hand at
paddling one of about a dozen
historic canoes in the Otonabee
river (Note to self - next year
tell guests to bring a towel).

vegetables in one’s diet,
it is interesting to point
out that the second place
craft sailed across thee nish
line with no encouragement
whatsoever, powered solely
by the tomato and broccoli
stem (appropriated from the
vegetable tray) that had been
placed in the canoe as ballast.
After the race, the guests
then moved into the barn
where an excellent buffet
supper was served, live and

silent auctions were conducted,
and we danced the evening
away to the bopping strains of
the Little Big Band.

The event was a huge fund-

raising success for the museum.

According to James Raffan, “in
addition to having an enjoyable
time, this event exceeded its

e nancial target. Through
tickets sales, the live and silent
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auctions and through the

kind donations of time from
volunteers and auction items
from a wide range of generous
donors, we raised over $11,000
which will go directly to the
care and exhibition of the
unique cultural and material
portrait of Canada that is the
collection of The Canadian
Canoe Museum.”

ARNOLD ALLEN HONOURED

BY DWAWE JAMES

Recently, | was chatting
with a young man who was
heavily involved in local
Scouting. When | told him of
my association with the CCM,
he said “So, you must know
Arnie Allen then.” He then
proceeded to tell me the depth
of Arnie’s involvement with
Scouting. Apparently, he's a bit
of a legend there.

It's hard to believe that
Arnie would have any time
left to volunteer at another
organization besides the CCM

considering how hard he
works here, but Arnie and his
wife Leonore have made such
a signie cant contribution to
Scouts Canada over the last
50 years that the couple were
recently awarded a star on the
Peterborough Walk of Farnneder
the category of Community
Betterment.

We'd like to extend hearty
congratulations to Arnie and
Leonore, and thank Arnie for
his continued work for the
museum.

CCM [ECHEVES GRANT

BY ANTHONY BERARDI

The CCM was successful
in a proposal to the
Peterborough Community
Futures Development
Corporations’ Local Initiative
Program.

The grant
proposal was
accepted and
$7,000 was
awarded to the museum to
further develop and enhance
our trade show booth.

Two Apple computers have

been purchased and will be
used as part of the booth
experience. Our exhibit will
allow visitors to view
our virtual galleries
and virtually
shop at our gift
store.
CCM will
also be attending
the Fall Cottage Life show
November 6-8 at the Toronto
International Centre as part
of this funding.

ety
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ADA CALVERT937-2009 PATRONS PADDLE SOPER RIVER
BY DWAWE JAMES

Just as we were putting this
issue of the newsletter to bed, we This summer, the Canoe the logo embroidered in bright
were saddened to learn of the Museum began to reward its silver on the front, and have the
passing of our dear friend Ada patrons with unique logowear word PATRON embroidered on
Calvert. caps. The hats are black, have the back.

Ada was has a long history of Recently, our
volunteer involvement at the Chairman of
Canadian Canoe Museum, and the board, Jim
was a very vocal supporter. Stewart, joined

People have already begun several of our
to come forward to share their patrons (all
memories of Ada, and we’'ll proudly wearing
publish them, along with more on their new caps) on
Ada’s remarkable life, in the next a canoe trip down
issue. the Soper River in

Bafe n Island.

MUSEUM EXQJTIVE DIECDR HEADS WEST  2yereness of the CCM to meet

encourage Canadians across the

After a summer of canoeing on October 31sYNovember 1+, Presentations in these
research and improvisation, Edmonton on November 2 ", cities are hosted by provincial country to become members of
Museum Executive Director Camrose on November 3, canoeing organizations and/or the museum to help strengthen
James Raffanis heading west and Vancouver and Victoriaon  friends of the museum. The the case for future national
this fall, continuing to tell the November 4/5%. purpose of the tour is to raise museum status for the CCM.

story of the Canadian
Canoe Museum with
his National Treasure
presentation.
On October 22 he'll
be helping to open the
CCM Outreach Exhibit
at the Muskoka Boat and
Heritage Centre - Grace
and Speed in Gravenhurst.
He's in Waterloo on
October 23, Winnipeg on
October 26/27", Saskatoon
on October 28", Calgary
on October 29/30", Banff

NOTICES AND COMING SOON

FINDOUT MOREAT WWW.CANOEMUSEUMCA

October 3™ Doors Open and Art Show and Sale

10 a.m.to 4 p.m. Join us and tour the museum for free as well as visit the Education Center where local artists will be showing
their work. Refreshments will be sold.

October 17t Beaver Club Gala 2009
See the Special Insert in this issue and order your tickets today.

November 17 Wipper Lecture by 2010 Matthews Fellow, Douglas Blakey.

7:30 p.m. The title of the lecture will be The Canoe Connection: Nature descit and Young People

BIRTH Dwayne James CCM'’s Volunteer Coordinator and long-time volunteer, is

ANNOUNCEMENT happy to announce a signie cant expansion of his family. On September 15 *,

his partner Sarah gave birth to twin boys Rowan (because they couldn’t call him
Paddlin) and Daniel. The new family is doing well, and would like to thank
everyone for their well wishes.

feasty




